to human volunteer and patient studies, where the emphasis is on biology rather than on clinical outcomes.
The risk is that clinicians will choose to ignore this stand-alone offering. Yet, we hope that offering a dedicated platform for such research will promote its importance, elevate standards, improve transferability of findings from bench to bedside (and back), and stimulate clinicians, basic scientists and, particularly, the next generations of researchers to actively participate. In conjunction, other initiatives will be taken by ESICM to elevate basic and translational research and encourage engagement.
Intensive Care Medicine Experimental (icm-experimental.com) will be an online-only electronic journal that, by being open access, will guarantee rapid and widespread dissemination of data, but with the assurance of decent, high-quality peer review [1] . Being part of the SpringerOpen stable, it provides quality processing of manuscripts and numerous portals to publicize the papers (including social media). This will be complemented by the ESICM website that will promote the journal on its front page. A strong endorsement has come from the ready acceptance by a cadre of 40 top-flight researchers to take on active roles as Senior Editors and Editors, with commitments to lend their significant expertise to the peer review process, to submit their research, and to offer enthusiastic promotion in support of this fledgling journal. These researchers are a healthy mix of basic scientists and clinician scientists whose research activities have led them to embrace experimental research in distinct areas of critical care (inflammation, immunity, respiratory, metabolic, neurological, endocrine, trauma, and so forth). ICMx will thus, uniquely, be driven by the critical care community with a sole focus on basic to translational research.
As with any new offering, the first few years will be challenging. We are, however, quietly confident that it will succeed and sincerely hope the scientific community will join in this exciting journey.
